
CHAPTER 2 

The Din1ensions of 
Disability Oppression 

The \"ast majorin" of people \\"ith dis.lbilities h~l\'e ~lh\~l\'S 

been poor, p()\\'erless, and degr~lded, Dis,lhilin' oppression is ~1 product 

of hoth the past ~1I1d the presem, SOl11e aspects of disahilin' oppression 

arc remn,1l1ts of ancien regimes of politics and economics, customs ~1l1d 

beliefs, ~1l1d ()thers can he tr,](ed to more recent dn'c/opl11ems. To un­

derstJnd the consequences ,11ld iJ11plic,nions for people \\'ith disahilities 

an ,1n,11\'Sis is c,ll1ed f()r \\hich c()nsiders 110\\ the ()\crarching stl'uctures 

()f socien' illfluence this trend. This is especi.llh reln,1l1t ill light of the 

UniteLi N,lli()ns' cOlHemion th~n their c()ndition is \\orselling: "H,1l1d­

iClpped [le()[lle reJ11,lin Ol/fe/Hi.' ,H()und the \\"orld, li\illg in sh.ll11e ,1I1d 

"sql1,ll()r ~lJ11()llg [l()[lULni()lls L1L'killg 11()t ()Ill\' ill res()urces to help theJ11 

hut ,1I.S() inulldLTst.1I1ding .. ·\nd \\ith their nUl11hers gJ'()\\"ing Llpidh-, their 

[lligln is gettillg \\ orse. The 11 ml11 ,1 I [lLTL'qltion is th~n Ilothing Cl11 

he donL' j()r dis,lhkd L'hildren. This h,lS t() d() \\ith prejudice ,1I1d ()Id­

t:Jshi()lled thlilking th,1I this punishJ11ent C()J11es [i'()111 Cod, SOJ11e nil 

,spirits or Ill,lgiL", , \\'e h,l\e ,1 C,ll,lstro[lhlc hUI11.1I1 rights situ~nion. 

The\' [dis,lhkd [lL'!",()m [ .1rc .1 groU[l \\iriwut [l()\\Cr." I 

ThLTe is .1 grc.1I dC,llt() S.l\, ,1h()ut dis~lhilit\, O[l[lressioll, Ilot olll\' he 

L',llI"se it is L"ol11[lln ,1I1d J11l1ltibcctcd hut .1lso heL",lLISe \\e h,l\e so little 

L'\[lcrieIlL"C L"()IlL'qltu.l1i/illg its phclwl11cI101()g\ and logic, l'mil \'LT\' rc­

L'elnh J11o.st '1I1'1h.sC,s ()j' \\h\' [lCO[lk \\ith dis.1hiliric,s h,l\C hecn .1nd L"OIl­

tinuc t() hc [10()r. [l()\\LTIe-;s, .1I1d degLllkd h,l\C hecil J11ircd in .111 

,1I1,lL"hr()lllstiL' .1L'.ldCJ11iL' tLlditi()ll th.lI ullLkrst,lllds the "st,llUS" of [leO­

[lie \\ith di',lhilitics In tLTJ11, ()fdni.lllL"C ,1I1d -;rigl11,l. This Ins hecil L"Onl­

p()ulldcd h\' thL' L1L'k ()f [l,lrtiL"i[l,Hi()n h\' [lC()ple \\ith dl.S,lhillliCS ill thesc 
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analyse~, FortUlutc!\, this h,l~ begull to ch'1l1ge. Disabilin ,Kti\ists 

h;lIT recently 1I1Hicrtaken important and ti'uitful eft(ll'ts to t1',ll1le dis, 

abilin' oppres"joll. These projects, hOII'el'er imightful, h,lIe been limited 

Lw their scope ,1I1d in,lbilit\' to account til!' the :-,Ystelllic luture of db­
ahilin' oppression. h 11' cxal11l)1c. in the ,1niele "I\hlcoll11 Teachcs Us, 

Too," il1 the Di,mbilir.1' Rap, I\L1rr,l Russcll II'rites, 

l\blcoll11's most import,mt J11CSs,lge 11',lS to Ion: hlackne,%, to IOIT bLlck cui 
tun:, i\bleolm imlstcd th,lt 1m ing bLlekllCSS it~.cIf\\"lS ,lll ,let ofresistJ11(e ill 
a II hire dumin,Hed s(Kierl'. Ih- I.:\l'osing thl.: intnll,11in'd 1',1<:i,11 ~c!I~Il.ltred 
th,lt deq1i1' IXllctr,lted the p<;\'(hes of LS. (uioni/ed hbck people, '\1.11-
cohn t,llIght tlut hL1ck, could decolonize their I1llllds hI' coming to bLICk, 
ness to bl.: spiritu,llh' reI1C\led, tr,1I1st(mned, He bl'lil.:\ed tlut, onll thCIl, 
could bLKks unite to gain thl.: equalitl' tiKI' rightltdh- desl.:rn·d, .. It is 
equalk important t(lr dis,lbkd pnsol1s to recognize what it IllLl!1S to lilT as 
.1 diS,lhlcd pnson in ,1 pill'siL1list :.ocietl-th.H is, one which its l;llm' 
on ph\'SI('ll \Vhen (llll' bodies do not \Iork like .1blchodied pt.'I'­
son's bodies, III.: 'n: dis\.llunl. Our opprl.:ssion bl ,1ble bodied persons is rit\: 
I"ith the llless,lge: TlhTe is sOl1ll.:lhing l\Tong, sOl]1l.:tiling "det\:eti":" with 
U,-bec.llisc 1\1.: h.m.: ,1 diS,lbilin, , . , We must idemi!,' with ()ur,ehes and 
(Jthl.:rs like u<;. tikI.: ;\bkolm soughr til!' hi, L1(e, dl,abkd persom mllst 
build a culture \lhicl1 \\III Ul1ltl us ,1Ild 1.:11,1hk u, to g,11n our hUI1l,lI1 rights, 
11994: Illll 

There is Illuch of lalue tllr the DIU! in I\h,lt Rmscll ,aI's. Shc IS 

p,ltemh corrcct, tlJl' i!1';once, to poillt people with dis,lbilities tOlnrd 

;\ L1koll11 :\ in ter111" of rccognition ,1Ild idl'nt ,elf-l1.1tred and "elf­

respcct. But ~he, like '\\,lkolm X. is \ITong Oil thc questioll ohdlCre the 

ba~i, of oppres,iol1 lie,. Both idenrit\, opprcs-;ioll with the Other, a lie\\ 

th,lt is quite prCl,lk:nr ,1I11ong di~abilil\' rights ~Kti\'ist~, t:or Rmsell, the 

()ti1er is ,lble~ bodied pe( lple; t(lr "Ltkolm, it was white people I although 

he bcg,1I1 to this "iell shonk bct(lI'C his as,a~sination J. Both sit­

ll~lte oppression in the re.llm of the ide,h oforhers .md not in s\'stellls or 

structures th.lt m,lrglll,llilc pe()l)ic I(lr poliricll-ecol1ol1lic ,mel socI()cul, 

ru 1',11 n:,lS0IlS. As tile greeu ,\ 10iu11 l1ol'eli, t J ul io Conal ,1r\\Tites ill Hop­
,i{otdJ, ".\lothing (.111 be denounced if the denouncing is d()ne lIithin the 

SI,rem rh,1I helong;'> to rhe thing denounced" (I Il)()6]1087: e11.1p. 09), 

i\II' pmject then is ,I, ll1uch ,1 polemic directed ,It the disahilitl rights 

111 ( II elllel1t ,1', ,11 ~1 Ill< lre gener,ll puhlic'. r, \ I' poil1t to (lrhCl' ~lcril'i<;rs is rl1.1t 

the logic ofdis,lbilin oppressioll closel, p,lr;ll1els the oppression of other 

groups. It is ,1 logic hound up Ilith poliri(.11 eC!lI10111ic nceds ,md belief 

Sl'stc'IllS of dOl11in,ltioll, h'oll1 these prioritin ,md ',llues h,\, (loked ,1 

DL\I1 :-\\[O:-\S (n ])l~ \BII ITY OPI'RFS'I[():-\ ) , _ .. , 

world SI'stCIl! dominatcd lw the laws o"Opit.11 and profit ,1Ild the ethos 

of indil'idualisl11 ,md inuge Ilorship, 'rhis is just .1S important ,1S 

1111' call to the gener,ll public, especi,llI\' the inrern,ulon,ll community, to 

,1Ild respond to ,111 c\tr,lordinarl' hum,lll rights rragClh', what 

limller UN Secrer.ln' (;ener,ll I,lI'it.'!' Perez dc Cuellar once called "the 

silent el11ergencI'," 

Political Econonw and the \Vorld System 
, , 

l'olitiul econOllll' is crud,ll in comtrtlding ,1 theon of 

dis,lbilil\~ oppression bec~luse pm crtI' ,1I1d pO\,'crkssness ,1re corner 

StoIlL'S of the dependcllt.~1 people II ith dis,lhilirics nperiellce, A,., the so­

el,ll sciencc of hl\\ politic,> .111d economic;. iniluencc ,lIld limit cI'erntll 

lit\:, politiccll eCOIl( ll11l is prim,lrill- concerned with issue;, orelass because 

ci.lss positiom group;. of people in relation to economic production ,md 
c\ch,ll1ge, political pOlITr ,md Tod.1\', cbss nor ollh structures 

the political ,1Ild cconomic reLttiomhips between the Ilorker, pc.lsant, 

t:lrlller, iI1tdkctll,lL sl11all-:-,cale entrepreneur, gmernmenr bure,llIC1',lt, 

anm' gcncr,ll, h~lI1kcr, and industrialist- it medi,ttl's t~ll1lill- ,1I1d cOlllmu­

nit\ lik il1Sot:lr as rcbtiol1Shil1s oisr in these \1 hich affect I)(opic's eco 

nomic li,lbilitl. c III politicll~cc()nolllic terms, el'erl'd.11' lite is 1l1t()I'IlleLi 

b\, wherc and hO\I indil'idll,11" t:lll1ilics, ,1I1d cOI11l11unities ,1re incorpo­

LUCci il1to .1 \\orld",tel11 domin,1ted bl the tell Ilho control the l11e,1I1, 
, , 

of pmductlon ~lIld trll'cL'. This h,LS been the C,l"C f(lr ,1 long time. The 

logic or Ihis SI';,II.:I11 reguLHes ,md C\pbl11' Illw .,>UrI i\t,'s .1Ild 11rospers, 

who « )llITOI" ,md II hn is controlled, .lIlLi, l10t sil11ph 111C1,111horlolll', 111m 

is on the imidc .lnd Ilho IS Oil the outside (Ot'Po\lcr), 

Perh~lps the l110st tining ChclLlc'terizatioll of the socioeconol1llc 

conditiol1 of people Ilith dis,lbilitics is th~lt thel arc outusts, This is 

hm\ the\' ,1I'C pOI'traled in the IT;''\ report cited ,1t the beginning of this 

chapteL It 1\ ,1S ,1lso repe,Hed lw 111 a 11\' of the disabilitl' rights ,Ktili;.ts 

I imcniCllni. It seel11s re,lsol1.1ble to ,1sk, 1\111' is this depiction;.o com­

mOll) The ,1I1S\ler is t\\()~ sided, socioclll ttl 1'.11 .1I1d poli lic,ll 'CCOIlOil1 ic. 

Oil OI1C side arc the P~1I10l)h' of re,llll(lIl,ln' ~1I1d icollocLlstic ,mltll,ics 

,1hout disahilit\, Thc,>L' ,Ire addres~cd hriefh' ill the Ilcxt .,eerion ,1I1d in 

depth ill chapter -1-. 011 the other side sl.1I1Lis ,1 1)()iItical~l'l'()Il()il1ic I()r­

llUllOIl tlut docs lIot need ,1Ild ill bct canllot ,ICcol1llllod,ltc a I ,1st group 

of people ill irs procilKtiol1, nch,1I1gc, ,1I1d fel'roduc,tiol1. Put dilkrel1th, 



people \\ith disabilities, like man\' others, arc preponderanth' part of a 

\\orldwide phenomenon that James O'Connor called "surplus pOpUL1-

tion" (1073: 161 )" and Isn'an l\lcszaros called "sul)erfluous people" 

( 10%:702). 
The extent ~1l1d implicHions of this phenomenon arc experienced dif 

rerentk, For example, it is readil\' apparent that people, e\ en those \\ith 

dis~lbil;ties, li\'ing in the more economically de\'elol)ed regions of the 

\\'orld ha\'e higher "standards of li\'ing" th~1n their counteq)arts in the 

Third \Vorld. ~rhe United States and Europe h~l\'e saren' nets that cHch 

"outc~1sts" bd(lre their \'en' li\'elihoods ~lre called into question. This is 

not necessarilY the case in the Third \Vorld. 
The 300 n~illion to 400 million people \\'ith disabilities \\lm lin' in 

the periphery, like the \'ast majorin' of people in those regions, exist in 

~lbject po\'ert\', but I \\ould go further and argue that, [(lr social and cul­

tural rClsons, their li\'es arc e\Tn more difficult. These arc the poorest 

and most l)m\ erless people on earth, 
As the global econom\' developed, it crc1ted more tlun just the \\an­

dering g\'~sies of southCl:n Europe and the jJoJ.,'ci 7'OJ (sq u,Hters ) of Sou th 

America. It crclted an e1lormous number of outcasts \\ho Illust be set 

~lP~lrt [i'om what Karll\brx called the "resenT arm\' oflabor"-,l resource 

to be tapped in times of economic expansion (although l\L1rX uses them 

interc h,mgeabl\' in (;7'lIlld ri.IJc 11073 :40 In, For h und reds of Illi Iliol1S of 

outcasts----'-beg~~1rs ~1l1d others \\'ho depend on charin' [(lr sur\'i\aL pros­

titutes, drug :i~'llers, ~md others who sun'i\e through criminal activities; 

the homele:s, refugees, ~1I1d others [(lrced to lin' sOI11C\\here besides their 

hOllle or homeL1I1:i;+ and man\' others-\\ill SeldOIll, ifenT, under ordi­

nan circuillstances lx used in the production, exch~lnge, ,111d distribu­

tiol~ of political .1l1d econoillic goods and senices, ThC\' ~lre essenti,llh' 

declassed, So 1ll~111\' l)eople flll into this category that U,S. economists 

h,l\e crclted the cHegor\' "underclass" to rder to them. The IT:\ h,lS 

C\cn crcHed the preposterous categon' "admissible lC\els of pm ern'" to 

desui be the condition of the best-off ~1111011g these people. 

People \\ith disabilities, ~lt least as a group, nu\' have been the first to 

join the ranks of the undercLlss, Since reudalism and e\en C1rlier, thC\' 

have liH'd outside the econol11\' ami political process,:; 1t should be 

noted, of course, that rl:\\ people \\ith physical disabilities sun'in'd [(lr 

\ er\ long in l)recapitalist economics, 
'"rhe emergence and dC\'c!opment of clpiulislll h,ld .111 e\tLlOrdin,lr­

ih' pro[(llilld ~1l1d positive imp,lct onlxople \\ith dis,lbilities, For the first 

tillle, prob.1bIY in the mid-1700s in parts of Europe, lX'ol)le Ii\ing out-
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side the spheres of production and exchange, the "surplus peol)lc," 

could reh on others to suni\'c. Famik members ,1l1d [i'iends \\ho could 

~1Ccumulate more than the barest minimum neceSS,ln' [(l!' sun'inl h,ld 

the "luxun'" of being able to care for others, ,-\ centun' later the polit­

ical-econol11ic conditions \\'eIT such th~lt charities, which supported a 

large nUl11ber oflxople, \\'ere established. Those \\'ho \\ere clred t(l!' b\' 

these charities most o[ten were the ment,ll1\' ill, the blind, the ,1lcoholic, 

the cl1l'<1I1icl1h- ill. :\1\ ~ln~lh-sis throughout this book centers on the l)O­

litical-economic ,1l1d sociocultural relationships born om of these times 

,1I1d how the\' ha\'e de\'c!oped di[krenth- in ditkrent economic zones 

and in difrerent cultures, Fssenti,11h-, 1 \\ill ,1rgue, as ,-\udre Lorde docs 

in Si.ltcr ()lItsidcr, that these t()J'Jllations now not on I\' stJnd ,1S balTiers 

to progress but ,11so arc the basis [(lr people,' oppression: "Institution­

ali/cd rejection of di(fiTCIlCC is an absolute necessin' in ,1 profit econom\' 

which needs outsiders as surplus people. As members of such ,111 econ­

om\', we h,l\e all been l)rogrammed to 1Tsl)ond to the hum.1I1 dirt;:r­

ences ben\ een us with rear ,1I1d IO~Hhing ,1I1d to h.1I1dle th.lt difterence 

in one of three \\.l\'S: ignore it, .1I1d if that is not possible, COl1\' it if we 

think it is dOl11in~lnt, or destr()\' it if\\e think it is subordin~Hl'. Bm we 

hJ\C no l)Jtterns t(lr reLlting across our hum,1!1 difkrences JS equ.lls, ,-\s 

~1 result, those difkrences han: been misn.1I11ed ,1I1d misused in the ser­

\ice of sep~lration and confusion" ( 10~4:77). 

Cui tun~( s) and Belief Systems 

The modern \\orld is composed oftholls,1I1ds llfcultures, 

each \\Ith its ()\\ n \\ .1\,S of thinking Jbollt other people, n,Hurc, t:Jmih­

and cOllln1unin', SOCi~ll phenomena, and so on, Cultlll'e is sust,lined 

throllgh customs, ritu,lls, m\,tholog\', signs ,1I1d SYl11bols, ,1I1d institutions 

such .1S I'eligion ,1I1d the 111,1SS medi.]. FJch of these inl(JrI11S the helicts 

~1I1d ,1ttitudes th,lt c(lntrihute to dis~lbilit\, oppression, These ,lttitudes ,1re 

~llm()st ul1in'I'S,llk l)ejorati\e, The\ hold th,lt people \\ith dis,lbilities ,liT 

pitiful Jnd th~lt disahilin' itselfis ,1bnorm~lL This is one of the Soci.1lnorms 

used to sq)JI',lte pcople \\ith dis~lbilitics through cLlssific.1tion S\s[ems 

th,lt el1COmpJSS edllution, housing, tr~1I1Sl)()rt,Hion, he,llth ClI'e, .1I1d 

L1111ih Iitt:, 
For c~lrJy ~1I1thropologists, "culture" I11c.lnt hO\\ \ ,lilies \\ LTC ,lttJched 

t() belicf s\,stems (Kroeher and Kluckhorn 10:;2: 1 ~()-l ~2), Since then 
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the mCeliling of thc term e'culture" lu~ become ~() contestcd thelt sOl11e 

halT ,lrgucd {tH' its ,lb.1l1donnwnr, Othcr~ comidcr it simplY a "li\ed 0-

periclln:" or "lill'd ,lnt,lgonistic npericilces." for Clift(mi l~ccnz, one 

of Jnthropolof!;\'\ prccminent theorists, the "culture concept ... de­

notes J hisroric,llh' tr,lllsmittni p,ltterl1 of mc,1l1ings cmbodicd in ,\'111-

bois, ,1 S\'steI1l of inhl'ri ted concepti OilS C\ prl'ssed i 11 S\'m boli( t; lrms h\' 

111e~1l1S of \\ hieh men coml11ulliotc, perpetllate, ,1l1d dndop their 

knowledge ,wei .1ttitudc~ to\l·.1rd Iik" ( 1973:89 I. Geertl's theon' has 

1ll,1m' ,1dhl'rcnts, bur it h,lS ,llso garnered its sh'lre ofcriti(i~l11, most (0111 

mon!\- th,lt it till' influen(e of polirics and pO\\er. In IdCII!t~lJ.l' 

and }lolicrll C1Iltllrr', John Thompson pmtul.ul's ,1 mon: n:Jsollablc po­

sirioll, Thompson's fOrll1ulJrioll is th,lt the srnd\' ofsnnho/s.1s.1 \n\' to 

interpret cultures lllmt be done COlltntliellh', n:cognizing th.lt pOl\er 

relJtion' order the experiences ofe\'en'd,l\'life in II hieh the,;e sigm ,1Ild 

SI'111 bob arc produced, tr.lmlllitted, ,ll1d recei\'ed: 

The snllbolic COIKCl'ti()1l is ,1 suiClbk stJrting f10im [ill' the dcl't:l(lf'11lL'nt of 
,I C()Il~trlICtl\e ,1pproKh to the stud\ ofcuitur,li phulO!llcIlJ. But till' \leak­
Iless of thi~ c()llcepti(JI1~in the t(Jrlll it app"'lrs, tilr insLlIlcl" in thc 1\ ritinss 
of (;ecrtz~is tklt it es insufticiellt ,lttcmioll to the ,trllcturcd SOCi,ll re· 
btiolls \\'ithin \1 hich s\'mbols Jnd s\'mholic Ktio!lS ,lre ,111\,1\'S cmbedded, 
Hence, ilill'!llubte 1\ hat I c,lll the strLlewr-11 In of culture. Cultural 
phellolllcll,l, to this conceptioll, lll<l\' be understood ,1S Sl'mholic 
t(H'lllS ill stntcltlred conte\ts, ,llld cultur,ll ,1ll,1I1sis m,l\' hl' construed ,1S the 
srud\' or rill' 1ll(,lllinSful constitutioll ,1Ild SOCi,ll ColltexlU.lliz,ltioll of Sl'Ill 

bolil' till-1m. (19l}0:123) 

1\11 notioIl ofculturc(s) is sill1iLlr to Tholllpson's. (:Ol1tr.ln to m,lIl\' 

rr,lditiol1s in Jllthropolog\, cultures ~lre IlOt independellt or ,uric t()!'­

Il1Jriolls.lhe\· inll'r6cc ,mel inter-let in the c\ernh\' \\odd \I'ith hi,ton', 

politics Jnd pOI\er, economic conditions ,1lld institution" ~lIld l1ature. 

To ncglect the,c import,mt influences .... eellls to miss import,lIlt illter­

stices where cldtmc happem, is C\pressed, Illost illlporullt, is C\­

peril'llced. The point is not th,lt one culture' 1l1.1kes people do or think 

thi:, ~ll1d ,1I1other th,lt bur tlut ide,l, ,lI1d belief, ,1rl' il1formni lw ,md in 

cultmes .1I1d th,1t cultures ,lre p,lrri,ll e\pre\sion\ of ,1 world in \\hich the 

dll ,11i ties (If dom i n,l ti()J1/ Sll bordin,l rion, su peri( lri n/il1 fcriorin', 1]( lnlul­

in/abnorlll,llir\' ~lre rl'lentlcssil- reintixced ,1Ild legitimiJ:ed. Anrhrof)ol­

O!:,!.iSb III ,1 I' he ,1bk to hnd obscure culture,,, in \Ihich these dU,llitics are 

no t dctCl'Ill i n,m t, bur til is d ()c ... IlOt III i llim i ze the i r ()\'e r~l rc h i I] gin f1lle 11 ce . 
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The e~~elHial problel11 of recent anthropological work on culture ,md 

di,abilin' is that ir perpetu,ltes outmoded bclicl\ ~llld continucs to dis· 

tJllce research ti-om Ii lTd oppression, Comri butors to Ikned ictl' ingsr,ld 

.lnd SUS~ll1 Re\'l1Olds \\'I1\,te's /)imbilitl' {)lId CII!t1JI'( seelll to he obli\'i­

ous ro the cxtraorLiill,ln' pmTrt\ ,1l1d degr~ld,1tioll of people \\irll dis­

,1bilities_ The hook doc., add to our understalldillg of hOl\ the cOl1cep­

tll.1lizatioll and s\'l11bolizatioll of dis~lbility t,lkes pLlce, hut its bl1gu~lge 

~ll1d pcrspecri\ l' ,liT still lodged in the p.lsL [11 the tin,t j()rtl' p,lge, .1lol1c 

\\T til1d the \101'(1) lillllCllC,O', illtLTCJt ill tajiluitlltcd, 

t\otions ()f()ppre~si()n, dOlllil1~llH culture, jus­
politic,ll111m'ullenr, and ,c1t:deterlllinatioll ,1l'e con-

spiclloLisil' elhsent. \\'e (,111 rc.ld hundreds of p,lges \\ ithour nCIl con­

templating degr;ld,ltiol1, lllllikL' these ;l11thropologists ,1Ild of course 

m,ll1l' others, m\' thesb is thar bad.1I ard attitudes ,1bout diS,lbilin' ,liT not 

the basis t(l!- dis:.Jbility oppression, dis~lhilit\· oppression i~ till' b.1Sis t()r 

h,lCkll"lrd attitudes, 

(F,llsc) ConscioLlsness and 1\ licnation 

The third compollent of dis,lbility oppression IS Its PS\­

chologic,11 intern,llizJtioll, 'rhis creates ,1 (fllse) cOllSciousl1e\s and alien­

,l[iOll rh~H dil'ides people ,1l1d isol.Hes indi\idu,lls. ;\ 1mt people \\ith dis· 

.1bilities .1ctu<llh' cOllie to heli(\c rh(\' .lre less nonnJI, less c,ll'.lble rlUll 

others. Sclfpin, selfh~lte, Sh,lIlK, ,1Ild other 111,1IlifcSLltiol1S of this 

process ,1re de\,lst'Hil1g ti)l' the\' pren'ilt people \\ ith dis,lbilities ti'olll 

kno\\ing their real scl\'l's, tlleir I·e.ll needs, Jnd their re,11 cJp,lbiliries ,1l1d 

h-om r,'cognizing the options tile\' in i:lCt h,1\(. Lllse cOllsciollSnl':'S and 

,llienation ,Iiso (lb.,cure the source of rhl'ir oppressi( lIl, Thn ClIln( It rec 

ogni/l' th,l( their .,L'lf~perceilcd f'ltiflll IiI l'\ .lre simpii' ,1 penerse mir­

roring OLl \I mid order. In this rcg,lrd people \\ith dis,lbilitie\ h~l\ e 

much in COlllmOll \\'ith others \\ho ,1Is() h,1\·e imern,lli/cd their o\\n op 

prl'ssioll, I\L1rx (,llkd thiS "rhl' sdf-,mniilil.ltion of the \\'orker" ,1Ild 

h'lmz F,1l101l "the psychic .1liell,1tioll of the (ol<lIli/l'd." In FOllillillitr 
lInd j)OIll ill l!tiOIl, S,1I1dr,1 I,el· g,lrrb expose, the roles oLlliel1ation, n.1r' 

cissislll, ,1Ild ,11,1llle in the oppression nfl\ Ol11e'IL E,lCI1 of tile'ie l'\Jl11pks 

highlights the cclltr.llit\ of C0I1SCiOll\11CS\ to ,lilY discl1~si()n of oppres 

sion. COIl'ciol!slll'sS, likl' cultlll'c, Ille,lIlS diftlTl'lll things t() dilkrent 



J)IS,~BILIn ()PPRESSI()~ :\:-\D En',RYJ),\\ 11Ft, 

people, Carl Jung said it is "L\'ernhing that is not unconscious," Sanre 

said "consciousness is being" or "being-in-itself" For the Eg\'Ptian no\'­

elist ~Jguib Moufouz, it is "an a\\'areness of the concealed side." Re­

centh' there ha\'C been attempts to dL\elop ~1 neurobiological theon' of 

consciousness, the best known of which is l~erald Edelman's The Re­

lllCll1 bC7'cd Prcsc71 t ( 1 9 H 9 ), 
Whole philosophical s\'stel11s and schools of psvcholog\' arc built on 

the concept of consciousness, Appropriateh', 1110st postulate st~lges or 

tYpes, e\cn archetypes of consciousness , For J ung, e\'er\,thing il11portal1t 

\\'~lS il1terior, was "thought," The highest consciousness \\'~lS indi\'idua­

tion, or self realization ( the "sul11mi t"), This req uired gain ing coml11and 

of all four thought functions: sensation, feeling, thinking, and intuition, 

\Vhen one arrives at the intersection of these functions, "one opens one's 

e\'Cs" (Campbell 19HR:xx\'i-xxx), 

J'vbrxism nviGllh' undlTstood consciousness as metaphorical spirals 

of practice (experience) and theon (thought) il1tert\\'ined, These spirals 

mO\'e incrementalk, quantitati\'eh', Consciousness, hO\\L\'er, is not a 

linear progression, At points this quantitati\'e buildup congeals into a 

~'rupture," or ~1 qLulit~Hi\c or tL1l1st(lrInational leap to another stage 

of consciousness where another spir~ll-like phenol11enon begins, Con­

sciousness can leap [i'OI11 being-in-itself (existence ~lS is) to being-[()r­

itself (consciouslv desiring change), l\L1rx's equi\~llel1t of ~1 leap in self 

realization, \Vhile I ung's ~1I1d, before him, heud's great contribution to 

l110dern ps\'Cholog\' \\'~lS the discO\cn' of the importance of the uncon­

scious, their svstel11s excluded politiGll and s(lL'ial conditions, The\' \\ere 

asocial ~1I1d ~lp()litiG1L This is \\herc idcllisl11 (e.g" lung, Hcgcl) and m~l­

terialisl11 (e.g" i\L1rx, Sartrc) split most dLll11aticalk S~lI'tre's \\'ithering 

critique ofps\'Clwlog\ beg~1I1 \\ith this difterence, According to Sartre, 

"thc Ego IS not in consciousness, which is utterk translucent, but in the 

\\'orld" (Sartrc [19431 1957:xii), for Sartre, consciousness has threc 

stages, being-in-itsel[~ being-for-itscl[~ ~111d bcing-t()r-others, \\hich 1'(­

flects ~l gr()\\'ing awarcncss, Hc argues tlut consciousness is iIHcntional, 

it has a direction, In his ~ltt~1Ck on traditional ps\'Cholog\', Sanre is saving 

onc l11ust stcp back and ponder realit\, (therc is a ~~p()\\er oh\'ithdra\\'al") 

bCG1l1se rcalit\, has a thoroughgoing il11p~1Ct on consciousness, 

(:onsciousness is an a\\~lreness ofoneselfand thc \\'orld, furtherl11ore, 

consciousncss has dcpth, and as onc mO\es through this spacc onc's per­

ception of oneself ~1I1d the \\orld changes, This does not automaticall\' 

entail greater selfcbrin', MO\cmeIH through this "sp~1Cc,depth" is con­

tingent on 6ctors such as il1telligencc, curiosin', character, personalin', 

IlL\IL~SIO~S 01' DISABILITY OI'I'RESSIO:-\ 

c xperience, and chance; poli tiGll-econol11ic ~1I1d cui tu r~ll structu res ( class, 

race, gender, disabilin', age, sexual preference); and social institutions, 

E\'()lution of consciousness dcpends on how onc percci\'cs and \\'h~H 

qLlcstions one asks. \Vh~H onc concludes t"om thc thousands ofi111pulses 

~1I1d impressions onc rccci\cs throughout lite depcnds on, t()lIowing Al­

bcrt Einstcin, \\here the obsencr is and hO\\' hc or she obsern:s, T~lke 
sunsets as an exal11ple, \Vc "sec" sunsets. But hO\\' we sec a sunset de­

pends on the \\eather (e.g" clouds), \\ho \\e ~lrc \\'ith and our statc of 

l11ind at the til11c, thc \'~1I1tage point (boat, beach, high-risc building), 

~1l1d so on, How \\'C sec a sunsct is dependcnt on wh~H \\'C think ~1 sun­

set is. for mal1\', it is the descent of thc snn belm\' the percci\cd hori­

zon, I can confirm this personalh', ha\'ing \\atched tourists jump into 

their tour bus il11mcdi~Heh after the SLln disappears. for othcrs, the sun­

sct continucs nl1til the sun 's r~l\'S shinc back ag~linst the darkening sk\' 
~1l1d producc a sublil11c radi~1l1ce. ~ , 

The poil1t is that consciousness G1I1not bc scparatcd [i'om the rca I 

\\'orld, [,'om politics ~lIld culture. There is an important relationship be­

t\\'ecn being and consciousness(' Social bcing int(mns consciousness, 

and consciousncss int(mns bcing, There is a I11l1tU~ll interpLl\', Con­

sciousness is not ~1 containcr that ideas and experienccs arc poured into, 

Consciousness is ~1 proccss of ~l\\arencss that is influcnccd b\' social con­

ditions, ch.1nce, ~lIld inn~1te cognition, 

Pcople arc sometimcs dcscnbed ~lS not ha\'ing consciousness, This is 

not so, h'cr\'(ll1e h~ls consciousncss; it is just th.lt for S0111e, prob~lbh' 

most, that consciousness is p.lni.1lh bbe. hom childhood, pcople arc 

const~1l1th' bombardcd \\ith the \'.1lues of the dominant culture, Thcsc 

values reflect the "n.1tULlinL'ss" ofsupniorin ~lIld intCriorit\" dominance 

~1l1d subordination, 

Thc grcncst ch~ll1engc in conccptualizing oppression 

of .111\' k111d is undnstanding h()\\ it is organized ~1l1d hO\\' it is rcpro­

duced, It is reLni\ch- C1S\ to outlinc gcncr.ll characteristics such as 

po\'en\', degr.llbtion, cxcluslon, and so on, But to ~1l1s\\'er these qucs­

tions, \\'C must cx~llninc thc diffuse circuitn' of pm\n ~1l1d ideolog\', This 

excrcise is p.1nicuiarh' difficult because power and ideolog\ not onh' or­

ganize the \\.1\' in \\hich individuals expniencc politics, cconomics, and 
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culture, (ol1tradict()ril\' obscure or illuminate and how the di-

l11el1siollS of (dis,lbili n'l oppressi( JIl arc reprod uced, 

Oppressiol1 is ,1 phenomen()1l of pO\\cr In whilh rd,lliolls betweell 

people ,11ld b\.:m'cl'll groups .lIT opnlenced in terms of domin,ltioll and 

suhordination, slIpcriorlt\" ,111d intcriorin', At the center of til is 

e]lOIl j, control. Thme \\"ith power control; those Without p()\\er I,](k 

control. Power presupposes politicl!' ec()nomic, and soci,ll hierarchiC" 

structured relatiolls of groups or people, and ,1 S\'stc~nl or regime of 

pO\\"el". Thi, snte})) , the (\i,rinf1, PO\\"cr structure, el1coIII pJss\.'s the thoLl­

s,lIlLis Of",l\', ,Ollle group, ,1l1d illdil"ic1tuls impose control ()\"er others, 

1\J\\er is diffuse, ,1IllbigllOlL" ,llld eOll1pli\.,~lteLi: "PO\I'cr i, morl' gl'n 

eral ,md opcr,ltcs III ,1 wider space th,111 t(lrCe; it includes mud) more, but 

IS less d\'ll,llllic. It is illore cere1l10nlOU;; and e\'en lla,., a cert,lin l1lea,UI'e 

of patiellce" ,IS jP,Kl', hope, \L1tchfulne,s ,1Ild lk,tructi\'e intent, 

on he (~llkd the ,KtLl~ll bmh" ()r pm\cr, or, more Silllph', pmyer itself' 

(C1I1ctti lI962119t\+:2~ I) I t is not 'iimpk a systl'm of oppressors 

,md oppresSl'lt There ,1re 111~111\ kinds ,lnd l'\pcriencl's of pO\\cr: 

clllplo\'nj elllplml'e, Illell/\\( Jillell, do III ill ,1Il t 1",1Ce / Sli bordln,]ted L1CC, 

p,ll"\.'nr/child, principal/tc,Khn, tc,lCher/stmicm, d< )ct< H'/p,ni"llt, to 

naille SOIllC, Power more aeeurately should he considered pOI\ er(..,), 

Thesc pown relations ,1re irreducible products of These hlsto-

rics of p()\\er(..,) colkcri\ ek lll~lke up the re~ime of p()\\"er the 

lll,lIllllT ,1l1d mcthod of ~O\ernillg;, 

Power should not be confused \\ith ruic, hO\\'c\eJ", A his 
rorlc,1111 ti)rgl'd Iw politic,ll alld \.'collOmic bctor" f!,()\ ems, But other 

pri\ikg,ed groups ,1I1d Indi\ idu,ll, ha\ ( ,md nercI,e l10\HT, III the ob­
sClIre \"l'l"I1cl(ular of hTllch phllosopin, thl' reLltiomhip of power be­

(\\'1.'(11 thosl' \dlO arc prilileg,ed ,1Ild those" 110 ,ll'e Ilot is ol'crdctCi'lIIillcd 

11\ CtlsS rule. 
Th.:re ,lIT 1ll,11l1 \\,l\'s tiJl' ,1g.niticlIlth' elllpO\\'cred eLl,se, ,1nd groups 

to c\\.'rci.,\., ,1I1d lll~lillUill p()\\er, All regimes, rq!;,lrdk" of politic,ll phi 

Io:,oph\', h,l\"e ruled throug,h .l cOlllbin,uion of ti)rce and cO(l"(ion, le­

g,itllll,ltion and COIlSl'lH, 111 the \\'c,tern dl'I110CL1Cies ,1I1d P,1]"ts of the 

Third \ \'0 rid , COl1Scilt i,,, prl'\ ,1lenr ,1I1d t(Jrcl' <;eldoll1 u,ed, 111 111;]11\" P,lrts 

offhl' Third \\'orld, thougk st,lte-,pon"orl'd reprl'",siol1 IS COlll1l10lL The 

rq,re"slw pr,lcti(\.\, of Third \\'orld dicurorship" ,11"<.' \\1.'11 kl1o\\11 ,1Ild 

dO(lIll1ellted, In thesc COUlltrics thl're e\i,r., ,1 p~ltIHllog\ bet\\ cell mili­

(.In colltrol ,1I1d cOllsent. People tear the gmerl1llll'llt ,1I1d the 

bl'c.lu,\e the,c ill';rltutioIlS prol11o[l' tC,lr through COllst,1I1t h,lraSSllll'ilt 

,mel 
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The prilll,lr\" method through \\"hich pO\\<:r relatioll", ~lre reproduced 

is llot tilrc\.' ,1l1d SLltC \.'o\.T\.'iol1-hlit I1lcuph\',ic.1l-

people \ consent to the p()\\n structure" This i, cnt,link the 

Clse ti)r the hundreds of millions )pk \\ith disabilitic,> throughout 

the \\orld, In ch,lptn 5, I the p,lssin: ,Kquiescence of people 

"jth dis,lbilities, indi\idlully and collecti\ eh, in the bce ofotr 

li\'ed oppressiOlL 

The p~1ssi\e aCljuicsc\.:nce to oppression i, p,lrti~llk b,lsed in \\hat the 

British cllltlll'.ll historian R,1\'nHllld Williams has c,llled the "spiri1Ual 

cl1,lr,1(ter" ofp()\\el" "In p,lrticubr, ideology needs to be studied to find 

out how it justifies and homts the economic ,Kti\"ities of p.lrticlll,lr 

cLlsses; th~1t is, the stud\' of ideolog\' clubk, m to ,tud\" the intention of 

til\.' .1rticuLlte ciasses and the spiritll,ll ci1,lL1(ter of ,1 p,lrticllLlr cLl" '"' 

rule" (1973:6), \Villi,lIm is ,uggesting tlut the domill,1I1t c1~lsse, and 

culturl' COllsLlllth ~1l1d e\cT\'\\hne impress Oil people til\.' natur,llnes, or 

ll0rt1L11in of their POl\C]' ,1I1d pri\ikge, \ Villi,lllls, ti)lIowing Antonio 

Gr~lIl1sci, cllkd thi," proel"s /;C,!TOilOlll',' Ikgel11oll\' is projected l11ulti,ji 

Illensiolulh ,1I1d I1lllltidirl'ctionall\' It is not projected like .1 motion ~1ic­

ture projl'cts Thl' il11pulses ~1l1d impressions, hdid~ ,1nd \'allle;" 

standards ,1Ild 111,1I111l'rs .11"( projected morc likl' sunlight, Hegl'lllol1\' is 

di ffuse ,1l1d ,1ppe,1 rs C\eIT\\IH_T\.' ~b IDtU L1L It (1"1.' Ie 11 ti Jrcl"> dom il1,lt]011 

n()t ()nh through thl' (,1l"Illl'd) .,Llte but .liso throllghout,ociet\': in Elm 
i1ies, churches, thl' \\orkplace, kg~ll institution..;, bUJ"Cl1J(L1C\, 

,ll1d culture, 

Schooling I, ,1 p,lnicul,lrk 110[,lbk (\'ll11pk of this proCl'SS beCHIS\.' it 

Clits ~lCr().,.., so mallY bound,1r]l" ,lIld ,1ttl-l-tS so 111,111\', including, peopk 

\\ith dis,)biliries, It~ ,)., we ,11"l' led to bdin\." the Illi",ion of schooling is 

ll',lChll1g ,1I1d k,ul1illg" thell thc logic~ll questions ,11"e, \\ htl g\.'t., to tCKh' 

"Iut is L1Ught' how do stlidelllS k,lm: ,1l1d, most import,1I1t, \\h\': First, 

kt 11K suggest th,lt schooling 11,1s two prilh,'ip,ll "politic11" IlllKtiol1s, Its 

n,llTO\\ purpm,e is t() te,1(h ,lcquie>;cencl' to pm\'l'r "tnKtlIres opl'l",ning, 

in the educ,niol1al ,11'el1.1, It" bro,ld purposl' i, to te,Kh ~Kquieseence to 

thl' Llrgn qatw, quo, especi'lll\' till' diSCipline ofits ,,'ol'klf)]'cl' 

Ho\\ docs thiS \\ or/;.' First te,Khl'rs ,1I'e trailll'd, Th\.'n their tr~linlng 

: kll()\\kdge) IS certified ,1Ild Ilcl'n'l'd, Educ1tion i, "projl-"sloll.llifl',t" 

Teachers b\.'collle educuioll,ll e\perts, Studellt, .,It in I"l)\\." ,111 pOll1ting 

to\\ ~lrd [hi" repositor\' of kno\\ led[!,c. TIlc te,Kher POll]"' his ()I" hlT 

kllO\\ liltO till' :,wdellt,' "l'mpt\" Ill',ld, dld,lcticllk, There is little 

,h~lrill~ of kno\\ bl't\\ (ell the te,lchn ,1Ild the \tudl'ilt," t()]" th,' 

te,lc1H.'r ILlS k,1I"I1l'd t1ut thl' proCl'SS is unidlre(fI()I1~lL The clirricullllll 
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itself i, stand<1rdiznl ,11ll11icLnsLd lw sUtL Lducation offici,lb, o ttl' 11 the 

sanK both tlut licLnsLs tLxhus, ,\iorLo"l'r, ,1dministratol's ,1re br 1'1.: 

ll1o\Ld li'om the cbssr<lol11, thLir onl\' rLguLlr cont~1(t with students be­

illg discipline, The\' allow little inl1o\atioll ,1I1d Ikxibilin', J\bll\ ,1dmin· 

istrators continue the S,ll11e ruk, ,md progr,1I11s I(lr decades, Po\\'Cr come, 

li'om abm e, b'unmL ,md cn,T\,thing in the schooling process is all 

thorized, Studcnts ,1re, in JiirgLn Hc1berm<1s's term, steeren, :--:UJ1H,TOllS 

srudies h,1\ L shown tlut girls ,1re trL,Hed differLntly fj'om boys reg,ml 

less ofthL te,1ChLr's gLndLr. Students tj-OI11 somL bmiliLs arL Lncouraged 

~md others discour,lgcd, SOll1C, I(lr Lxample, SrudLllts with dis,lbilitics" 

,liT ,segn:g,w.:d in diflerent schoob or cbssrool11s, III 

The latter point is p,lrticubrly imp()rt~lI1t fill' undl'rst,1I1ding thc fun­

d,ll11ental connectiom bet\n:en idnllog\' ~1I1d PO\\cr ,1S the\' rel,lrc to diS 

abilin', StudL'lm with di~~)bilitil's, as S(lonas.-their di~.lbilit\ is recog;nized 

hy ,chool officials, arc pL1Ced on ~1 sep,u',He tr~lck, The\' ,1re imJ1ledi,lteh 

labeled b\' .llltilorized (credenti,lled) prokssiolUls (\\ho 1ll'\'lT till'lll 

s~sTi-S\;cc\'l~el-icnced thesc Llhels) ,lS LD, ED, Ej\lH, ,1I1d so Oil, The 

l11e,ming; ,md definitiol1 of the Llbels ditter, hut tIlL'\ ,)11 signit\ interior· 

it\' on their bce, Flirthull1ore, these studellts arc comLlnti\' told \\'h,lt 

thl'\' (,111 (potClltially/e,\pect to) d(L,1JJ9..'\h,lt the\' canllot do li'()m rill' 

\,cr\' d,llC of their L)beling, This happens ,1S ,) Il,Hur,lll11.1ttCl' ofcoursl' in 

t hl: ..: 1.1 ss roo m , 
All ~]cti\ists I il1tenil'\\ cd \\ho h,ld ,1 disabilit\, in gr,lde school or high 

school told simibr kinds of horror sroric.,-detL'ntiol1 ,1I1d l'etclltion, 

rhre,lts ,md il1SlIlr." ph\'si('ll and cmoriolul ,1husc, In Chi"'](2,(l, I 11,1\e 

colk.lg;lICS ,llld ti-icl1lh who \\ ere told the\' could IlOt bccollle IL'.l(l1ers 

bCClw,e Illel mcd \\heelch~lirs; colk~lglll's ,md ti'iend, \\ho ,Ire dl';lf,lJ1d 

1\(llt through t\l'eh l' \'e,H" of school \\ithollt a sing;k tl',ll'hcr \\Im \1,\" 

Pl'OtiCICnt in ,ig;n L1Jlgll~lge \ the\' \\erc told it \\,)S g;ood te)r thl'llllx'C~llISC 

the\ should k.1rn to rCld lip,,), I han' \'isitnl segl'l:gared schools tlut 1'1:­

quired its pLTsonnd to \\Clr \\ hitl' L]b CO,lrs (to imprcss on the dis,lblcd 

:,rudents tlut thcy \\erc lirst and t(lreJ1lost sick"), I kl1()\\ of ,] ,tlllklH 

,Irt nhihitioll th,H \\',lS L1l1cdcd bcc1l1se some dr,1\\ing.s portr~l\ed the 

,(udents gJ"(m I11g up to bc doctors and other "unrealistic \oc,lliolls," 

It i, possihk to idclltit\, numerous \\,1\', ,h,lI srudl'llts with di',lbili 

til'~ ,liT colltrolkd ,1l1d tJu~ht their pi.Jce: (1,1 L1bcling; (2 I S\mbol, (c,g" 

whitc bb coalS, -"I Lmdic,lppcd Room" signs 1; (31 structurc (pull-out 

progr,]l11s, segreg~ltl'd d~lssrool1ls, "speci,ll" in,lccessiblc arc,), 1; 

(-!) curricuL1 e'pe(i,11h dcsigned ti)r students with dis,lbilitics (bch,nior 

ll1odific1tiol1 It)!' emotional'" disturbed kid." tr~]ining skills without 
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ImO\\kdge instruction ti)J' signific~1l1th- i11enralk retarded students .md 
student, \\'itll ,lUtistic hch,l\ior) 01' h,l\'ing significant implications t()J' 

these studcnts; (5) testing and cniuation hi,lscd to\\~lrd the functional 

needs of thL domin,mt culrurL (Stant( lrd -Binct ~1l1d We\ler test',); (()1 

bod\' ,md disposition of school culture (rcldllTS almost ne\'er 

look into the e\'l'S of students with disabilities ~1Jld pr~1(ticc l'\1'1l grc,ller 

p,lttems of superioritv and patern,]lism than thc\' do with other sttl 

dcnts); and (7) discipline (ph\'sicll restraints, isolation/time-out rooms 

\\·ith lockcd doors, lise of Haldol and other sClhtivcs), I 1 

Speci,ll EduL1tioll, like so mam' other retiJrlllS won the popular 

struggle, he]S been transl(>rlllcd li-OIn a \ya\, to il1CreelSe the prob,]bilin' 

th,1t student~ with diselbilitics \lill get some kind of an education into a 

b'ldgc of inkriorit\, and ~l rllk·bollnd, burl',lUcratic pnJCCS\ of,ep,lrat­

ing and then \\'lrehoming millions of nJllllg pl'Ople th,1t thl' domin,mt 

culturc h,l~ no need ti.Jr, \Vhilc this process is lIne\cn, \\ith a millorit\ 

bend-iring tI-OIll trLle illciusiollan pL](ticl',S, till' ()\l'!',lrching intlul'llcl'S 

of r,lCC ~1I1d class prcc I ude an\' significant ,md Ille ,mi nghll cl] ll~lliz,Hion of 
educ,1ti(ln~ll oppon lin ities, I.' 

The ~()ci()politic,)1 implic,Hiom of this process ,1re cle~lr to J1l~1ll\ dis­

"bilit\ rights ,1cti\ isr.'<, 

Dallilo Deltill: "Dis,lbilit\, rights ,1d\Oc,](\' in S()uth~,lst :\Si,l i ... \CIT hard, 
Children ,liT t,lLlghl IlnC!' W ,lrgUL' \\·ith their teacher, It is ,1 long ,(lCi,lli/,l 
ti(l]] pmn:.'>S," 

Thc (:hicago educ,1fors ~md disabilit\, right, ,1cti\i,ts C,ml (;ill ,md 

L1IT\' \'os, inlLT\'ic\\Td t\\cJ1t\'Ol1e people \\ho \\enl throug;h SpCCi,ll 

FduLuion, Thl'ir suncI respondcllts indicated tll,lt thn heliL'\l'l1 th,)( 

SpCCi,11 Educ,ltiOI1 madc them morc p,]ssin' and cOIl\'inced thclll ofthclr 
lot in life, I; 

\Ve (an hl'gin to sce the .,il11ibritics bet\lecll PO\\LT ~llld hq:!;ell1oJ1\', 

Powcr, ~]s Eli~1S C,lIlctti rcmind" us, is "more g;eIll'!',lI ~lJ1d ()pcr~ltcs ill ;1 

\\idcr sp~](e th~ln ti.rce," ,1Ild hegelllollY, ,l((ording to R~l\'Jll()Jld 

\Villi,ll11<;, is '\1 \\hole bmh- ofpr,]ctices ,1J1d e\pectations, mer the whole 

of\i\ ing: our scn;,cs ,met assignl1Knts ofcnerg\', our ,h'lping perccption., 

ofol1rsd\cs ,llld our \lorld, It is ,1 li\ed w,tell1 Ofllll'.lIling. ,md \'~lll1es , 

but ,1 cllltllr~' \\hich ILlS ,]Iso to bc scell ,1S the li\Cll domin,mcl' ,111d Sllb· 

ordlJ1;Jtion ofp,]rticul.]r d,lSSI'S" (1~~lglenJll lYI'N:IIO!, The meaning'> 

;md \;Jllle,> of ,1rc ddined \w thc powerliil, Hq!;l'Jlloll\' is om· 

nipresl'nt, It is l'mhnlded in the s()ci,11 Elbric of lik, 
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people through dOll blc-spC~1k, misdirection (blamc thc \'ictim), n,1tural­

ized infcriorin', and legitim,ned authorin'. This is hc.rrc11to1iY. The second 
i~ the ps\'chological dC\<1station people experiencc which crcates self pit\' 
and self-annihilation and makes selfa\\',ll-Cness, .1\\an:ncss of pecrs, and 
awareness of their own humanlt\' e;.;tremel\' difficult, This is alienation, . , 

Hegclllom' and alienation an.: t\\'o sides of thc samc phcnomenon-ide­
ological domination, i() 

In the case of di~abilit\, domination is org.1l1ized and reproduced 
princip.)lh' b\' ,1 circuitrl' of power and ideology rh,1t constant!\, atnpli­

fies the normalit\, of domination and compresses difference into classi­

fication norl11s (through sl'mbob and categories) of superior it\' ~1l1d 1101'­

malin' ag,1imr infcriority and ,)bnormalit\', 


